Preamble
This is a report of my visit to China and Thailand from 6th-21st May, 2018. The visit was organised by Global Hint Consulting Company Limited (GHCCL) of Hong Kong/China, a company working as a consultant for BFN in China. While on this trip, I was opportune to meet and discuss with several individuals on issues pertaining to the development of badminton in Nigeria.
Report on Visit to China
I visited One Belt and One Road National Financial Operational Office where I had a meeting with Mr Chen Wenke, who is the director in the organisation. The organisation is responsible for recommending viable social projects that the Chinese government can invest that would have the most impact in developing countries. Mr Wenke acknowledged sports development as one area that the Chinese government has been channelling investments and rendering assistance. He made a commitment that the organisation will assist Nigeria to develop the game of badminton as a way to empower the youths. He also said a case would be made to direct Chinese investment to that area in Nigeria.
Mr Jin Changsheng, the CEO of GHCCL arranged a visit to the Beijing Sports Centre, where I was conducted around the facility to have a firsthand experience of their sports development programmes and how the facilities are managed.

I paid a courtesy call to the Nigerian Embassy, where the Head of Chancery (HOC) received me. Further to a directive from the Ambassador, the HOC prepared a letter introducing me to the Chinese Minister of Sports and the Chairman of China Badminton Association.

I visited the China-Africa Handicap International Alliance (CAHIA), where I met with the organisation’s Chairman, Mr Chen Wenying. CAHIA is responsible for implementing programmes and charity services that support people with disability and the physically challenged. Mr Wenying appreciated my visited and made a commitment to support Para-Badminton in Nigeria.

I met with Mr. Zhou Zhihui, Director of Small Ball Teaching and Research Department of Beijing Sports University (BSU). Mr Zhou accompanied by other officials of the school conducted me around the University facility. In the course of our discussion Mr Zhou made a commitment on behalf of the University to support BFN by assisting in the training of Nigerian players and coaches. They also agreed to source for Chinese companies that will sponsor the two (2) Nigerian players that qualified for the World Badminton Championship that will be holding in Nanjing, China later in July/August this year.  At the end of our discussions, BSU and BFN executed a Memorandum of Understanding for badminton cooperation; an action, which both parties believe, will further strengthen relations between Nigeria and China.
I visited the Shandong Taishan Sports Equipment Company Limited, one of the leading sports equipment manufacturers in China. I met with Mr Longjiang Lin who is the Manager of Overseas Department, who explained to me that their company is a comprehensive and specialised sports product manufacturer, and that they employ advanced research and development in all their processes: from production to sales to services. Mr Lin pledged his company’s commitment to support BFN in its effort to ensure sustainable growth of badminton in Nigeria and Africa.

Report on visit to Thailand

The purpose of the visit to Thailand was to attend the Annual General Meeting (AGM) for both the Badminton World Federation (BWF) and the Badminton Confederation of Africa (BCA).

At the BCA AGM, an election was conducted to fill the position of President left vacant after the resignation of Justice Danlami Senchi due to his appointment as an Appeal Court Judge in Nigeria. The elections saw the emergence of Mr Michael Bau of Seychelles emerging as the new President of BCA. 

BCA also gave an approval in principle for Nigeria to host the 2019 Africa Senior Badminton Championship further to the bid submitted by BFN. It is expected that the hosting right will be officially announced after the Executive Board of BCA meets in June 2018 to ratify the decision.
The highlight of the BWF AGM was the consideration of a proposal to change the scoring system of the game of badminton from 3 sets of 21points to 5 sets of 11 points. Fortunately the proposal did not get the required support when it was put to vote, so the current scoring system was retained.

Summary of Visit
1. Beijing Sports University entered partnership with BFN, and has agreed to send a badminton coach (Mr Zhou Zhihui who is a sports Professor) to Nigeria for an initial period of 1-2 months to train our players and coaches. It is expected that this initial period would be used to study the situation on ground to aid in the preparation of a comprehensive programme for Nigerian badminton. Part of the agreements reached is that Nigerian Badminton players will attend training camp at the University, and the coaches will also be able to attend coaching courses at the University as well. 
2. The One belt and One road National Financial Operation has agreed to help with the process of funding of the construction of a Badminton Gymnasium to accommodate at least 10 courts, hostel, offices and shops.
3. China-Africa Handicap International Alliance has agreed to support Para-badminton in Nigeria.
4. The Beijing Sports University has agreed to offer scholarships to Nigerian Badminton players who would want to study in the institution and play badminton.
5. Discussions with Shandong Taishan Sports Equipment Company Limited for the sponsorship deal of the National team to attend internationals for a year has been positive so far. It is anticipated that the deal will be concluded as soon as all requirements are met.
6. Beijing Sports University has secured a sponsor for the mixed doubles pair of Mr. Eneojo Abah and Miss. Peace Orji to attend the world Championship in Nanjing China in July/August 2018.
7. Nigeria has been granted the hosting right in principle for the All Africa Senior Badminton Championship in April 2019 by the Events sub-committee of BCA pending the approval by the Executive Board of BCA.

In conclusion, the visits to China and Thailand were a great success. However there is need to maintain communication and possibly a follow-up visit to build on the relationships that have been built and to ensure all plans and commitment comes to fruition.
Francis Orbih esq.

President

Photographs from the Trip
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	Arrival where I was received by Mr Jin Chansheng, Mr Aigbe Slyvester (President, GHCCL), Mrs Li li , Mr Shen and Mr Ryan
	Photograph with Mr Chen Wenke, Direcotor of Belt and One Road National Financial Operational Office
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	Visit to the Beijing Sports Centre
	At the Beijing Sports Centre
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	Photograph with Mr Chen Wenying, Chairman of China-Africa Handicap International Alliance
	Photo with Mr Zhou Zhihui, Director of Small Ball Teaching and Research Department at the Beijing Sports University
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